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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Here it is April already, what a mild winter we managed
this year.  Even with the cold we did not have as much snow
as usual.  

Looking forward to spring with the buds blooming, speak-
ing of blooming, now is a good time to start looking at
friends and family for your fall summer league.  Make some
good conversations as to how much fun you had this past
bowling season and the new friends you made.  By all means,
do not, yes do not give them the frustrating details of not get-
ting your 200 game or higher, or how your team didn't do
well and win the league season.  Remember!  This is fun and
enjoyable to be together with your bowling family, and how
we develop those relationships with others.

We have a tough convention at the end of April.  We all
know that the merge is on the table as well as a dues increase
for USBC.  As delegates, I do hope and remind you that you
need to verse yourselves in the proposals so you are prepared
to have discussion or speak to items that you might have con-
cerns about.  Please do not feel that you cannot speak, it is
there that you need to voice your opinions.  

Enjoy your spring and summer, for those of you that are
Mothers Happy Mothers Day coming up hope to see you all
at the workshop in June. Safe travels.

Thought:  "It's hard to have rosy thoughts about the future
when your mind is full of the blues about the past."

For the sport,
Betty McCann, President

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

As the bowling season draws to a close for another year, I
would remind the Association Managers to send in the final
award forms as quickly as possible so that all may be
processed and received prior to this bowling season on July
31, 2015 If there is a change of officers for your association,
please be sure to send that information, so that your members
will not miss any of the updates that are happening at the
Illinois State USBC WBA..

The fall mailing with new forms and information on the
new awards will be mailed in July. 

The 2017 Tournament Entry form should be ready for pub-
lication and in the mail by July 15 this year.  The Summer
Workshop has been set for June 18 in Sterling, Illinois. A
copy of the registration form is included with this Channel
Chatter as well as motel information  should you wish to stay
over in Sterling after the workshop. 

Earlene M. Nelson, Association Manager 

SUMMER 2016 WORKSHOP

The 2016 Summer Workshop will be held on June 18, 2016 at
the Sterling Family Moose Center, 2601 E. Lincolnway,
Sterling, Illinois A reservation fee of $14.00 will be charged
to cover the cost of the lunch.   So, we hope everyone can
make it and bring your own ideas to add to the discussion.
Please mark your calendars and we will see you on June 18,
2016.

Registration form is included with this mailing

Cathy Hall, Chairman Summer Workshop Committee 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

20 YEAR CLUB NEWS

The 20 Year Club Luncheon this year was held at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Rockford.  A great meal was served and
it was great to see all of you and especially those that we
haven't seen in a while.  Next year's luncheon will be held in
Champaign with more information to be sent along with your
invitation.  

This year we collected the following from our members in
support of the following Charities: Cancer $259.50, BVL
$272.00, Hall of Fame, $160.00.  Collected for the club were
dues of $146.00, Fines (for not wearing Club pin) $13.00 and
new pins $20.00

Big thanks to Esther Torry for collecting dues and for all
those who worked to check in our 20 Year Club members and
guests.  Thanks also to those who were hostesses at the lun-
cheon.  We couldn't have done it without any of you.

Thanks for your support and I do apologize to those that
were not recognized this year.  This being my first year I am
still working to get my records complete.

Congratulations to long time 20 Year Club member and
IWBA photographer, Joyce Van Buskirk. She beat several
other contestants to become the "Queen in 2016" at the
Delegates party celebrated on Friday evening before the
meeting.

Please remember that all members are asked to keep their
dues, addresses, phone, and emails current with the club.  If
you are not current with your address, email and dues you
will not receive an invitation to next year's luncheon.

Please contact me for applications whenever you need them
or you can go to the IWBA website and print them.  Also
contact me for any questions you might have.  Thanks for all
you do for women bowlers.

This is my information:
Phone:  309-699-5656
Email:   bayfam63@comcast.net

CHANNEL CHATTER
ILLINOIS STATE USBC WBA
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Address: 115 Woodway Court
East Peoria, IL  61611

Submitted by Sharon Bailey, Chairman 20 year Club and 
Director

JOLIET AREA USBC WBA

Four years ago, in April of 2012, I began a column in the
Channel Chatter with the words  Certifications are down in
most associations".  Now, four years later, I could have
begun this column with the exact same words.  Nothing has
changed.  We are either doing something wrong, doing noth-
ing, or doing nothing that works.  In any event, we have not
found the solution to the problem.  What can we do, what
should we be doing?  In the Joliet Area we are trying some
different things to alleviate the problem and offer more
incentives to the bowlers.

The proprietors in our area initiated a new award to be
given annually to a man and a woman from each bowling
center they feel is a benefit to the center because of the work
they do in assisting both the bowlers and the bowling center.
They are chosen by the proprietor of that specific center.  In
2015 I was chosen as the female recipient by the center
where I bowl, and was extremely proud to receive a plaque
and know that what I do is appreciated.

There are some things league officers can do to keep their
members involved in the game, and to help retain members.
As association board members we should offer to help them.
The secretary of our league inputs scores, immediately after
bowling, and emails all results to the league members.
Many have the results by the time they get home.  She also
gets them involved in all the tournaments by organizing
teams,, collecting the fees and sending them in.  The league
members are informed of the dates and times so they can go
out to cheer for them and go out to eat after they bowl.  It
becomes an outing for the league.  Out of 19 male bowlers,
we entered four teams in the Joliet Area USBC BA
Tournament, and of 16 female bowlers in the league, we had
two teams in our tournament.  Approximately 10 members
will  enter the Senior Handicap Tournament.  We have to
work to keep bowlers enthused about the game.  

At the end of the bowling season each league member
receives a booklet with a cover page and listings of the
league winners, all awards earned in the league, and their
personal history.  She also gives every bowler a pen for
Cristmas, each year a different kind.  The bowlers are kept
informed of tournaments, bowling clinics, etc.  We have not
had a problem filling the league rosters for many years.  Our
bowlers find people to fill the league, and each year we have
some "new" certified bowlers.  Every secretary  can't do all
of the aforementioned, but if we do some of them, or encour-
age our league officers to do some of them, it may help our
leagues to retain members or gain new ones.  Higher average
bowlers may not be interested, but we have to work to find
different ways to get them more involved in the sport.  It is

through active bowlers  that we could get more certified
members.     

As a board we are trying to be seen more, and communi-
cate more with our members.   It takes a little effort to retain
bowlers and gain new ones, but it's worth the time spent.
Doing a little extra  for our leagues keeps the bowlers excit-
ed.  If we show our enthusiasm for the sport, it will become
contagious.      

In February we did our annual fund raising for Pink Heals,
a local organization that donates 100% of the funds received
to those in need.  None of their money is used for salaries or
administrative expenses.  They are recognized by their pink
police car and fire truck, which they parade to a recipient's
home with their donation.   So far we have collected $4735
doing 50/50's at all of the leagues in our bowling centers.
That amount will increase, as some money is still outstand-
ing.  Directors, Deb Klein and Judy Jordon, Co-
Chairpersons, did an outstanding  job of coordinating this
event.    

This past weekend we concluded our local tournament.
The results have not yet been verified,   but unofficial win-
ners are as follows.  Team Handicap, Supreme General
Construction 2706, Team Scratch, Paxson #; 2449.   Doubles
Handicap, Caitlyn Jones/Katie Kingman 1437, Doubles
Scratch, Ashley Paxson/Tara Paxson 1264; Singles Handicap
Jennifer Powers 839, Singles Scratch Jennifer Powers 723;
All Events Handicap Denise Driscoll 2173, Singles Scratch
Denise Driscoll 1930.  Twenty-two 4-person teams were
entered this year.   At one time we had over 100 five person
teams  per year, but due to the decrease in membership from
over 9000 to approximately 800, the number of participants
has gone down accordingly.

Together with the Joliet Area USBC BA we have held sev-
eral bowling clinics, which are becoming quite popular with
both youth and adults.  Twenty-three youth and adults partic-
ipated in a clinic held on March 13, at Strike 'N Spare II in
Lockport.   Attendees of past clinics feel that their bowling
has improved because of the help received at the clinics.  We
are working diligently on improving our tournaments, and
are offering bowling clinics so our members can improve
their skills and gain more desire for the sport.  

Our president and association manager  honor our bowlers
by presenting their awards  at their local bowling center in
front of their peers on their league night.  They intend to
start posting pictures of the presentations in the future.  

Submitted by Carol A. Johnson, Director

PEORIA USBC WBA

Our Joint Hall of Fame held in November 2015 had a
great turnout.  Inducted were:   Outstanding Bowler-Dianne
Harsberger; Meritorious Service-Bobbi Sapp; and Pioneer
Bowler-Emma Johnson.  The Hall of Fame was held at the
Landmark Banquet Facility.  We had a DJ and the food was
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great.  Preparations are being made for the upcoming Joint
Hall of Fame in November 2016.  

Our Association attended the 87th Annual Meeting on
February 20th  Rockford, Illinois.  This weekend started off
with a bang with the Delegates Party.  Our Association par-
ticipated in "You can be a queen in 2016.  Erin Bault did a
great job in representing our Association.  We really enjoyed
this weekend, especially eating out and connecting with
Directors.

The Peoria USBC WBA 80th Anna Mae Brown City
Tournament started on March 5th and ended March 13,
2016.  The tournament was a great success but the entries
were a little down from last year.  Lynn Dodwell rolled a
300 game during the tournament.  For our 80th Anniversary,
bowlers received a jar opener and bag tie.   We are continu-
ally trying to find new ways to recruit and retain bowlers for
the tournament.  Our Association held a bake sale and sold
out both weekends with the donations going to the Midwest
Book Bank and our Peoria Area Youth City Tournament.
The Ways and Means sold shirts during our Anna Mae
Brown City Tournament.  The shirts were pink and green in
color with the slogan on the back "Bowling Plays in Peoria".
Shirts are still on sale with our association.  

At the Illinois State USBC WBA Annual Convention our
President Esther Torry received a local service award/plaque
for her 45 years with the Association.  Congratulations
Esther!!

The 2015-2016 association 300 high games reported to
date are by Nicole Hartseil, Hailey Jepson and Zhetta
Thomas.  Danielle Davis has the high series of 720.
Congratulations Ladies!

The Peoria USBC WBA Association meeting will be held
April 17, 2016.  An election will be held consisting of two
officers and five directors.  We will also be electing dele-
gates for the 2017 Illinois USBC WBA Annual Meeting in
Champaign and delegates to the National Convention.

Our Membership Development Committee participated in
the Salvation Army ringing of the bells in December 2015.
We placed 2nd in our division.  We really had a lot of fun,
met interesting people and the children did an outstanding
job of donating to our kettles.  We even sang Christmas car-
ols and sounded great!  

Our Association made a contribution to the Journal Star
Red Stocking Fund in December in lieu of gifts and
Christmas cards to our Board members.  

Our bowlers are ready to attend the National Convention
held in Las Vegas.  Remember what happens in Vegas - stays
in Vegas.  Midwest here we come in Waterloo, Iowa.  We
plan on having fun, networking, eating and bowling too!  We
hope to see you there!

Ellen Bradley - 2nd Vice President/Publicity - Peoria
USBC WBA

STATE TOURNAMENT NEWS

Congratulations are in order to the following
ladies for bowling in the Championship
Tournament and doing the ultimate by rolling
300 games 

Megan Buja, Rockford,  started the ball rolling on
February 27,  with a 300 game at Don Carter Lanes.

Kirsten Neiler, Chicago, rolled her 300 on March 5, 2016
at Don Carter Lanes

Sue Williams, Rockford, rolled her 300 on March 6 at
Park Lanes

Brianna Brugioni, Lake County, rolled her 300 on March
20 at Park Lanes.

The championship tournament ends on April 17, 2016.
The Tournament final standings will not be available until
after May 5, as I will be leaving for Las Vegas to participate
in the Women’s Championships and attending the annual
USBC Meeting.  All tournament checks barring no unfore-
seen circumstances should be in the mail by May 18, 2016.

A Special Thanks to all the ladies of the Rockford USBC
WBA for all of their help during the 87th Annual
Championship Tournament.

Earlene Nelson, Association Manager 

A special Thanks to the staff of Don Carter Lanes and staff
of Park Lanes for making our stay in Rockford very pleasant
for the 2016 Championship Tournament.

Earlene Nelson, Association Manager 
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ILLINOIS STATE USBC WBA
SUMMER WORKSHOP

WORKSHOP REGISTRATION FORM

JUNE 18, 2016 STERLING FAMILY MOOSE CENTER 
2601 E. LINCOLNWAY
STERLING, IL

REGISTRATION $14.00 INCLUDES BUFFET LUNCH

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE ILLINOIS STATE USBC WBA (No Cash)

DEADLINE DATE FOR PRE-REGISTRATION    JUNE 10 2016

ONE REGISTRATION PER FORM FORM MAY BE DUPLICATED

NAME_______________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________

ASSOCIATION_________________________________________

OFFICE HELD (ASSOCIATION) ____________________________

LEAGUE OFFICER_______________________________________

Return registration form and check to:

ILLINOIS STATE USBC WBA
EARLENE M. NELSON, ASSOCIATION MANAGER
402 W. HAMILTON ROAD 
BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 61705
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HOPE EVERYONE HAS A WONDERFUL 

SUMMER. 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
ILLINOIS USBC WBA 
PRESIDENT BETTY J. Mc CANN
ASSOCIATION MANAGER EARLENE M. NELSON
EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EARLENE M. NELSON

Upcoming Events for 2016

SUMMER WORKSHOP ON JUNE 18, 2016

USBC Annual Meeting  lAS VEGAS APRIL 25, - 29,
2016

Illinois USBC WBA
402 W. Hamilton Road
Bloomington, Illinois 61704

ANNUAL MEETING AND CHAMPIONSHIP
TOURNAMENT WILL BE HELD IN CHAM-
PAIGN, ILLINOIS WITH TOURNAMENT OPEN-
ING ON FEBRUARY 4, 2017 AND ANNUAL
MEETING FEBRUARY 25 AND 26, 2017.

EASTER WEEKEND IS APRIL 16 AND 17

MORE INFORMATION WILL BE AVAILABLE
AFTER THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEET-
ING IN JUNE.

REGISTRATION FOR SUMMER WORKSHOP
CLOSES ON JUNE 10, 2016 AS COUNT MUST
BE TURNED IN ON JUNE 10, 2016 FOR NUM-
BER ATTENDING FOR THE LUNCH.


