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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 

The other day as I was looking through my files, I found
this interesting article on “Don’t be a bowling Burnout”.
Quote. “For those of you who are new in bowling work, or
feel you're about ready to “burnout” hopefully these com-
ments, will provide the push to keep you going.

How do you keep yourself going when you know there
will be problems and challenges?

First, you should work at furthering your own knowledge
about everything you are responsible for.  See the big picture
for everyone not a few.  Talk to your members and find out
what they want.  Interest in others will keep you motivated.
Another good ingredient to prevent burnout is to always
guide and lead with integrity.  Good and fair decisions are
not easy. A third ingredient to prevent burnout is to be differ-
ent and innovative.  When you attend meetings at local, state
and national levels, meet others and find out what they are
doing in their association to keep their enthusiasm high.
Keep up with new people and new ideas and don’t be afraid
to try them.  Others will learn new ideas from you as well

Last ingredient, set yourself realistic goals.  You can’t
accomplish everything overnight and you can’t solve all the
problems for everyone.  

So to prevent burnout: further your own knowledge: lead
with integrity; try different ideas and set goals.  Then do
your best and remember to be patient?  unquote

I thought this was something I wanted to share with you.
How we lead matters.  Have a great bowling season, be sure
to have fun.

Madeline Dotta President

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK
WELCOME, to the new bowling season and it seems to be

another season of change.
Winter is fast approaching after a long hot and sometime

dry or sometime humid summer.  I hope that all of you
enjoyed the summer months and a little more free time.

Now it is time to get back to the bowling lanes, meeting
and greeting old and new friends.

A reminder to the Association Managers.   These items are
due within the month of September the balance of the
awards from the summer leagues; service awards for your
board members; credential forms are due by December 15,
hall of fame certificate requests are due at least 2 weeks
before the event; award forms are due monthly for book
marks, bag tags and any other awards that are issued by the

Illinois State USBC WBA.
The Tournament this year will be in Rockford at Don

Carter Lanes for Doubles and Singles, with Team Event at
Forest Hills Lanes.  The entry closing date is a little later in
November to give the leagues and team members more time
to gather all of their information and get it submitted.   The
good news is that the entry fees remain the same, thanks to
the bowling centers for maintaining the same lineage fees as
we had in Decatur.

So get your team together and come on up to Rockford for
the tournament. Entries close November 21, 2011 and the
entry form may be obtained by contacting the office or on
line 

Annual Meeting information will be mailed to those with
credential forms on file by January 15, 2012.  If you do not
receive them by the end of January, please contact the office. 

I have noted from visiting the USBC web site,  several
articles that might bear reading and have included one that
was received from an Association Member regarding activat-
ing your membership card. The other one is the league certi-
fication form. which can be found on the USBC web site.

Earlene M. Nelson, Association Manager 

Activate Your Membership Card?

When my credit cards expire my provider sends me a
new card with instructions to contact a specified phone num-
ber to activate the card, and until I do so the card is not
valid. 

So you can imagine my reaction when I read the USBC
e-news on August 25th saying:  "USBC is trying to get the
most updated and accurate member information available, so
please encourage your members to go to a section of
Bowl.com to 'activate' their membership when they receive
their card".  

Right after my blood pressure peaked, I called USBC to
find out what this was about.  Did it mean that a bowler
holding their membership card in hand, but it wasn't valid
until they activated it?  What would the screen show in order
to validate the most updated and accurate member informa-
tion?  What should they do if they noticed inaccurate infor-
mation?  Should they tell USBC, or  call the Association
Manager?   

Evidently my call to USBC was not the first to ask these
questions - they said they had a list of how they were to
respond to inquiries.  The day after the first Membership
activation message was sent out USBC came out with a
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more definitive answer to what the Membership activation is
all about.  Its main purpose is to get your e-mail address
allowing USBC to communicate important news, updates and
tips to members throughout the bowling season.  Plus they
will give each bowler a bonus gift of 20% off at
USBCSportStore.com when you activate! 

So, if you want to receive e-mails and discounts from
USBC go ahead and activate.   

If you don't, then no further action is needed on your part.
You will still be a full USBC member and receive all their
benefits.  Choices.

Submitted by Vivian VanderBurgh

DATES TO REMEMBER:

Nominating Forms due to Nominating Chairman Lisa
Bumgardner by November 1, 2011 

Service Award forms for those individuals having served 10,
15 and 20 or more years due after August 1, 2011

(forms in the July packet mailing)
Credential forms are to be returned to Illinois State USBC

WBA Office by December 15, 2011

All award forms for the 2010-11 bowling season should be
sent to the ILLINOIS State USBC WBA office by July 31,

2011. 

ILLINOIS STATE 600 CLUB NEWS

The 600 Club Tournament will be held October 1 and 2 at
the Bel Air Bowl in Belleville with the Annual meeting at
5:00 p.m. on October 1, 2012.  All 600 club members are
invited to the annual meeting.  

Information on the tournament may be obtained from
Dorothy Appel, 600 Club Tournament Manager or the web
site.

ILLINOIS STATE SENIOR TOURNAMENT
Entries are out.  Look for them in your bowling centers or

the Illinoisusbcwba.org web site Hope to see you in Elgin for
fun and frustration.

Spots are filling up fast according to Sandy Darnstaedt,
Tournament Manager 

ILLINOIS STATE 500 CLUB NEWS 
The 11th Annual Tournament and meeting on October 8-9,

2011 will be held at the Town and Country Lanes in Joliet, IL.
Tournament forms and information on this event has been
mailed to all members.  The cutoff date for tournament entries
is October 1,2 011.  A member may have a non-member bowl
with them in the tournament.

All members are invited to attend the meeting regardless
whether you bowl or not.  Remember, as a member of this
organization, you have the right to vote inn new/current board

members and any other legislation that is on the table.
There are Director positions whose terms are ending

November 30, 2011.  If anyone wishes to fill out an applica-
tion to serve on the 500 Bowling Club Board, please call
Secretary Barb Leckbee for an application at 630/844-1488 or
e mail baleckbee@sbcglobal.net.  Positions are for 3 year
terms effective November 1, 2011.

Submitted by: Barb Leckbee, Secretary/Treasurer

SUMMER WORKSHOP FOR 2011

The 2011 Summer Workshop was held in Joliet on June 25,
2011, with 100 participants.  Once again, this was a joint ven-
ture with the Illinois State USBC BA.  After the introductions
were made, Sandy Darnstaedt led an icebreaker about the par-
ticipant's activities in bowling she awarded points for every
activity.  It was very interesting.

The presenters once again did an excellent job.  Darlene
Baker spoke about oil patterns and had a few examples to
share.  Betty McCann presented the amendments coming up
for the USBC national convention.  Marlene Coffman asked
the question "What do you provide for your members?"
Several associations stood up and spoke of what their associa-
tion provides.  Sandy Darnstaedt addressed the In-School
Bowling program.  Bill Chestnut polled the audience about
any complaints or compliments that they had for USBC or
just bowling in general.  Madeline Dotta gave the results of
the survey that was taken during the women's state bowling
tournament.

We also had a little contest with baby pictures to see who
could guess which baby picture belonged to which board
member.  We even had some of the men participate.  Barb
Smith of Joliet was the winner.

If there is a subject that your association would like us to
cover, please let us know.  We will be glad to tackle it.  If
your association is having a problem, then I am sure that
another association is having the same problem or concern.
You can write, call or e-mail the office to let us know of the

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES FOR 2012

OUTSTANDING BOWLER:  KATHY STADE, SPRINGFIELD
USBC WBA

MERITORIOUS SERVICE: LAURA HELLER, ROCKFORD
USBC WBA

IN MEMORIAM;    CHAR EBEL, SUBURBAN WINDY CITY
USBC 

MEMBER OF YEAR;  FRAN BURNS, GREATER BLOOMING-
TON USBC WBA
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topic.  Or, you can call or write to me Cathy Hall, Chairman,
589 E. 300 N. Road, Gibson City, IL 60936.  My telephone
number is 217-784-8333.  

The 2012 Summer Workshop will be held in Pekin.
Registration forms will be sent from the office, along with
hotel information during the month of March, 2012.  I hope
to see you all there.

If your association would like to host a summer workshop,
then please contact the office in Bloomington and Earlene
will send you the information that you need.  As of this date,
we do not have an invitation for the 2013 Summer
Workshop.

Cathy Hall Chairman

ILLINOIS USBC BA

ILLINOIS BA COUNCIL OF DELEGATES AND HALL
OF FAME    OCTOBER 14, 15 and 16  AT THE Ramada
Inn in Moline, Illinois  

WHAT’S GOING ON AROUND THE STATE:

DECATUR  USBC WBA

A local charity, Dove, Inc., Homeward Bound Program,
was in dire need of items for babies and adults - and the list
was long.  We chose to give them a helping and had the
option of purchasing a few items in large quantities or sever-
al items in smaller quantities - we chose the latter.  The
shopping spree caused more than a few curious stares, as
these 'sixty-ish' women were wheeling carts thru Wal-Mart,
loaded with Kotex, Baby Oil, Huggies and Hair Spray!
Didn't bother them one bit.  They shelled out $650 for the
items, loaded their cars and drove the items to the off-site
storage facility (Viv's) where they were sorted, boxed and
delivered to Dove - Mission accomplished August 6, 2011.

Want a 'Big Apple'?  Shoot 50-POA and we'll give you a
big red plastic apple that says "Bowlers Are The Apple Of
Our Eye" - compliments of the Decatur Women's Bowling
Association.  The 500 apples awaiting distribution are now
stored at the DWBA off-site storage facility!  How to distrib-
ute the apples is still a dilemma - for sure they won't fit in
the awards envelopes!

Our support for BVL has been directed to Decatur Macon
County DAV Chapter #17.  The local chapter provides veter-
ans with transportation to and from veterans' hospitals in the
area.  Donations to-date total $1,582.

It's been a long hot summer and it has taken a toll on all of
us, including the squirrels.  Nuts are smaller this year due to
no noticeable rainfall in the last couple of months.  This has-
n't stopped the squirrels from burying nuts in my mulch -
they just have to put smaller nuts in the holes.

Vivian VanderBurgh, Publicity Chairman 

PEORIA USBC WBA

The Peoria USBC Women's Bowling Association has been
busy this summer.  I hope everyone is having a nice summer.
If we could only have a week or two without rain - that
would be nice.  

Our association welcomes Kathleen Johnson as Director
#5 effective August 1, 2011.  Our President Esther Torry pre-
sented her with the bar pin.  Congratulations Kathleen!

The Joint Senior Tournament will be held at Landmark
starting September 24th and the last squad will be held on
October 2nd, 2011.  

Highway Pickup was completed on Saturday, August 20.
We pick up trash four times a year.  It is amazing the items
that you pick up these days.

Our Joint Hall of Fame will be held Saturday, November
12 at 6:30 p.m. at the Four Points by Sheraton (formerly
Holiday Inn City Centre) in Peoria, Illinois.  Tickets are
$30.00 each.  Hope to see you there!  Selected for
Outstanding Bowler is Lisa Walker, Meritorious Service is
Iona Fowler and the Pioneer Bowler is Rosalie Quisenberry.
Congratulations to our ladies for a job well done!  

The Secretaries Workshop was held on August 2nd for
new Secretaries and August 3rd for returning Secretaries at
Landmark and went very well.  Good job Nancy on keeping
the secretaries informed on updates and changes

Lane inspections have been completed.  Only a few lanes
need to make minor changes.  It is very interesting to certify
lanes.  

Words from our President Esther Torry:  Everyone wants
to live on top of the mountain - but all the happiness and
growth occurs while you're climbing it.

Ellen Bradley - 2nd Vice President  -  Publicity, Peoria
USBC WBA

ROCKFORD USBC WBA

The Greater Rockford Area Bowler's Hall of Fame has lost
four outstanding ladies since May 29th. Never have they suf-
fered such an enormous loss in such a short span of time.
Each woman demonstrated a love of the sport of bowling, a
passion, a drive, be it bowling on the lanes or working to
enhance the bowling experience for others. Two had been
inducted for Outstanding Bowling and two for Meritorious
Service.

Jessica Nolan, of the four, the youngest and most recent
inductee (2000) for outstanding bowling had to her credit a
300 perfect game.  She had rolled series of 749, 723 and
719.  Jessie was a serious competitor.  

Karen Stone was inducted in 1997 for meritorious service.
Karen worked at Don Carter Lanes.  She was instrumental in
implementing the King of the Hill tournament.  Many of the
youth leagues and programs were supervised by Karen
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Louise Quaid was inducted in 1985 for meritorious ser-
vice. Louise was dubbed the "Mother" of the Hall of Fame.
It was she who helped to convince the area bowlers the need
for a recognition program for outstanding bowling achieve-
ments and dedicated service to the sport of bowling. Through
the Rockford Bowling Association, the Blackhawk Valley
600 Cub, the local bowling proprietors, the Rockford
Women's Bowling Association and the Belvidere Bowling
Associations the Greater Rockford Area Bowler's Hall of
Fame was established.  Louise served on the local 600 club
board. She was currently serving on the Illinois Women's
600 Bowling Club board and the Rockford Women's
Bowling Association board.  She was an Illinois Women's
Bowling Association member of the year. Louise worked
tirelessly for the local association for well over thirty years. 

Marie "Fitz" Fitzgerald, 1982 inductee for outstanding
bowling had completed last season with a 153 average in
two leagues.  Her signature turned up collar signaled a no
nonsense approach to bowling. Fitz was a serious bowler.
Determined to do her best, Fitz did not tolerate those who
did not consider bowling to be a sport.  She had served on
the local 600 board at one time as president.  Fitz bowled in
many tournaments including U.S. open qualifiers, local 600
sweepers, Rockford WBA city tournament, Irene Kearney
Tourney and others. Fitz was a tough one. She bowled in
some of the biggest and best leagues in the city and could
hold her own in any of them.  She thrived on competition.
Many people bowl but Fitz was a bowler,

All of these ladies will be missed. They serve as inspira-
tion to all that follow. 

(As a note there was an additional loss to the Blackhawk
Valley 600 Club board, Pat Broughton though not a hall of
famer, a dedicated worker and bowler, lost her battle with
cancer in July.)

Submited by Laura Heller, President Rockford USBC
WBA and Director of Illinois State USBC WBA.

STERLING USBC WBA

The Sterling USBC WBA started the new bowling season
with a breakfast to organize and plan the new year activities.
At this meeting the Calendar of Events was set up, the policy
manual had changes, committees set up and league reps were
chosen. Our league reps go to the leagues during the year to
see how everything is going and extend help if they need it. 

The secretary's workshop on August 2nd was good in
attendance this year. Questionnaires filled out were positive.
They said we covered everything in the workshop. We had
an area set up with all different state club tournaments and
applications to join these clubs. Illinois State and USBC
tournament flyers were also available. Award forms for
USBC, Illinois State and Sterling USBC WBA were also
available. USBC had to fax the award form to me the day
before because they were having trouble downloading the
form to bowl.com. Glad we had it for the workshop!!!

Secretary of the year was Willa Sisson, secretary of the
Eagle's club and Bob Sisson, secretary of the Eagle's
Traveling League. They do a great job for their leagues.

The Sterling USBC WBA has provided a new award for
their bowlers. It is called the BEA MARTENS SPORTMAN-
SHIP AWARD. This award is given in the memory of one
who served the Sterling WBA from 1963 and was President
for 25 years. Bea was a mentor to many. She also loved the
game and showed respect for everyone she bowled with. She
put her heart and soul into the association.

Insignia on the certificate will be:  It's not whether you
win or lose, It's how you play the game.  The President of
the leagues will be the one to choose from their league. They
may have one or not. It is going to be that special moment of
time that makes the difference. The award will be given at
the Annual Banquet.

The proprietor of Blackhawk Lanes did something differ-
ent this year. He gave leagues three options for their league
sessions: 35 weeks @ $10.15, 34 weeks @ $10.50 and 33
weeks @ $10.90. Many leagues want to go to 33-week ses-
sions, but with this equation and people with money prob-
lems, they chose the 35 weeks. Many league meetings had
quite loud and angry meetings. We have lost about 5 teams
because of this. How does your proprietor handle the league
session? Do you choose or do they set the sessions? Our
association would like to hear some of these questions
answered. You may email me @ jdcruz@wmccinc.com.
Love to hear from you.

Jo Dell Cruz, Association Manager and Director of Illinois
State USBC WBA

OUR NEWEST BOARD MEMBER

The weather has finally broken here and we are already
enjoying some fall like weather.  Warm not hot days and
cooler nights.  The break in the weather also did about 2500
dollars damage to our home as the storm front moved in.
The wind was so strong that it ripped off the top of our
Sycamore tree in the back yard and dumped it on the roof.
No one was hurt and we just need to get the repairs done and
move on.  The Bowling Fall/Winter season has begun for
some of us and I am one who is anxious to start bowling, as
I do not like to bowl in the summer.  

The Peoria USBC WBA has named the women to be
inducted into our Peoria USBC WBA Hall of Fame.  Those
to be honored include Iona Fowler in the Meritorious Service
Category, Lisa Walker as the Outstanding Bowler and
Rosalie Quisenberry the Pioneer Bowler.  The Peoria Joint
Hall of Fame dinner will be held at the newly (remodeled) 4
Points Sheraton (formerly Holiday Inn City Center) on
November 12, 2011 at a cost of $30.00 per person and can
be obtained from any Peoria USBC WBA or Greater Peoria
USBC BA board member.

Our local Joint Senior Tournament has been scheduled for 
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September 24th, 25th and 28th and October 1st and 2nd
hosted by Landmark Lanes.  Plaza Lanes will host the Trios
Tournament October 9th at 10 am.  For more information on
our tournaments and events please check out our website
www.peoriawba.org.

We have two new members of our board Lauren Wolfe and
Kathleen Johnson.  Two young, energetic and awesome
bowlers who have chosen to join our organization.  Good
Luck to both of you and Thank You for wanting to help
improve the Peoria USBC WBA.

Thanks to all of the volunteers out there for what you do
for this great sport.

I will do my best these next three years for all of our
Illinois State USBC women bowlers.  

Sharon Bailey Illinois State USBC WBA Director
Peoria USBC WBA First Vice-President

NOTICE TO DELEGATES

FOOD WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE ANNUAL

MEETING IN ROCKFORD  IN THE FORM OF A

BOX LUNCH WHICH WILL INCLUDE:

SANDWICH, CHIPS, COOKIE AND DRINK.

TICKETS WILL BE SOLD ON THE MORNING

OF THE ANNUAL MEETING NEAR THE CRE-

DENTIAL TABLE

COST OF  BOX LUNCH $12.00 INCLUSIVE

DELEGATES THIS YEAR ARE ALSO BEING

INVITED TO THE HALL OF FAME DINNER ON

SATURDAY EVENING TO HONOR THE CUR-

RENT INDUCTEES,.  THIS EVENT WILL BE

HELD AT THE CLOCK TOWER  WITH COCK-

TAILS AT 6:00 AND DINNER BEING SERVED

AT 6:30.  

COST OF THE DINNER IS $30.00

DINNER RESERVATION FORM WILL BE

INCLUDED IN THE DELEGATE MAILING IN

JANUARY WITH ALL OF THE DETAILS.
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ILLINOiS USBC WBA -Email addresses:

ejnelson@ilusbcwba.com or nelson402@
comcast.net

ILLINOIS USBC WBA WEB PAGE:www.illinois-

usbcwba.org 

REMINDER

TOURNAMENT RESERVATIONS ARE DUE IN THE

ILLINOIS USBC WBA OFFICE BY October 1, 2011

WITH COMPLETED FORMS AND FULL FEES. NO

RESERVATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THAT

DATE NOR WILL THEY BE HELD AFTER OCTOBER 1,

2011  NO EXCEPTIONS.- 

Entries close November 21, 2012

Tournament opens February 25, 2012

Annual Meeting February 18, 2012

Tournament closes April 29, 2012

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 

ILLINOIS USBC WBA

PRESIDENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MADELINE DOTTA
ASSOCIATION MANAGER EARLENE M. NELSON
EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EARLENE M. NELSON

Upcoming Events

ILLINOiS USBC WBA Board Meeting on November 5,
2011 at the Hampton Inn, Normal, IL

Illinois  State USBC WBA and Illinois State BA Senior
Tournament -Elgin Lanes , Elgin, IL Oct 29 & 30, Nov.  5,
6,  12 & 13.

Illinois Women’s 600 Bowling Club Tournament Oct 1 & 2
at Bel Air Bowl, Belleville , IL

Illinois Women’s 500 Club Tournament October 8-9
Town & Country Lanes, Joliet

Illinois USBC WBA
1224 Towanda Avenue, Unit 22
Bloomington, Illinois 61701




