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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT

Three big cheers to Decatur USBC WBA and a BIG thank
you for a great delegate party.  A good time was had by all.

To most of us, bowling can be a chance to get out of the
house and have some fun while trying to meet the challenge
of bowling at least our average.  Some of us get into a
“slump” that seems to last forever.  So the next time you are
down on your bowling, stop in your local bowling center on
a Saturday morning and watch youth bowling. You will find
the bowling center ringing with enthusiam.  To the youth
bowler, every Saturday is fun.  They “high five” each other
if they get one pin on each ball.  They never get angry about
their bowling and they can’t wait for next week.

So, what’s my point:: Maybe we can discover a fresh
approach to the “real” meaning of bowling just with a
Saturday morning visit to our local bowling center.

A word of caution to our Illinois Delegates attending the
USBC Convention in Grapevine, TX.  Don’t vote for any-
thing YOU haven’t read.

We look forward to working with Sharon Bailey, our
newest board member.  Welcome Aboard Sharon !!!

March 20th marked the first day of Spring.... enjoy the
season !!!!

Madeline Dotta, President.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN

USBC has three proposals on the floor for the delegates to
vote on at the National Convention to be held in Grapevine,
Texas.  One league amendment which has been proposed
from a gentleman out of Slidell, LA. and two amendments
are bylaw changes.  The first amendment deals once again
with a mandatory merge of state and local bowling associa-
tions.  Dave Davis of Cherry Hill, NJ would like for this
mandatory merge to take place by August 1, 2012.  As most
of you know ,Illinois does not support a mandatory merge.
It has been discussed many times at the National Convention
and the feeling is if there are states and locals where a merge
will work for them then that is great; but, a mandatory
merge, NO!  I am not sure how this proposal continues to be
on the floor every year!  The second amendment deals with
the timeline for submission of nomination credentials to the
nominating committee.  The USBC Legal and Legislative
Committee feels that if anyone wants to run for a position on
the USBC Board of Directors they should know more than
24 hours; therefore, the amendment is changing the 24 hour
notice to a 30 day timeframe to submit the credentials.  If
you have been elected to attend the USBC National

Convention, please plan to attend. We  need to stay strong
and attend the workshops and meetings to be informed and
to make our voices heard.  If you do not attend after being
elected then it will be to late if the end results is not to your
liking.  

Betty McCann, IWBA Legislative  Chairman

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

Happy Spring to All. As we enter into the month of April,
the tournament is winding down with the final date being
April 17, 2011.  It will take approximately 30 days to final-
ize, check all of the scores to make sure that all averages are
correct and scores entered correctly.  We will then begin the
preparation of finalizing the prize list, printing and mailing
the checks.  If anyone receives a check not for their group, it
would be greatly appreciated if the check would be returned
to the Illinois State USBC WBA office for mailing to the
proper individual..

If you need to call concerning the tournament, this is the
information that you will need: Entry #, date and time
bowled and either the team name or individual name.  All of
the tournament entries are filed by number - it  takes longer
if you do not have all of the information at hand when call-
ing about your entry. 

Since we are winding down the 2010-2011 bowling sea-
son, it is time for the Association Managers to take notice of
the forms that we request after your annual meeting.  We do
need the names of the new officers and directors for mailing
purposes.  Also all of the award forms should be sent to the
office so that the bowlers are receiving their awards in a
timely fashion.  

The entry forms for the 2012 tournament will be mailed
sometime in late June or early July.  There will also be a
reservation form with the entry blank. If you have a group of
4 or more teams, it would be appreciated if you would return
the reservation form with your requested dates.  For the 2012
the tournament Annual Meeting will Be February 18, and
tournament  opening will be  February 25, 2012 and ending
on April 29, 2012.  We will need to only take out  (Fund
Raiser Weekend  March 17 and 18, Easter weekend   April 7
and 8) for the 2011-12 tournament.  It will be held in
Rockford at Forest Hill Lanes for the team event and Don
Carter Lanes for Doubles/Singles.  We do hope to see all of
you there.  

Earlene M. Nelson, Association Manager 

CHANNEL CHATTER
ILLINOIS STATE USBC WBA
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

DECATUR USBC WBA

Hosting a State Tournament gives a whole new meaning to
'multi-tasking' - we're coping, and so looking forward to
April 17th.  In addition to our everyday lives, and hosting
the tournament, we're also looking forward to hosting a 'Taco
Fiesta' at our Annual Meeting on May 1st, and then We're
Done!

We are hoping they have a microphone #7 at the USBC
annual meeting in Grapevine, TX, as we are sending our
'one' delegate Marlene Coffman to represent the voice of
Decatur women bowlers.  Marlene has had experience at
microphone #7 and we're counting on her to come through
for us again this year.

Decatur bowlers are anxiously awaiting the legislative out-
come on the proposed amendment regarding the 'forced
merger' of all associations by 2012.  To those who have ever
worn panty hose know that 'one size fits all' may be true, if
you don't care how they fit - the same holds true with forcing
men and women to become a 'one association fits all'.  Many
bowlers are hoping the proposal fails, while others are con-
sidering alternatives if it passes.  Choices.

Vivian VanderBurgh, Publicity Chairman

GENESEO USBC WBA

The Geneseo USBC WBA held their annual spring ban-
quet at the Geneseo Moose Family Center on Thursday,
February 24, 2011.

New inductees into the Hall of Fame are Trinity Family
Medical Associates (Sponsor), Rhoda Claeys for Service to
the Association and Connie Borneman for Meritorious
Service.  Winners of the Women's City Tournament were
announced.  Members on the winning team, Lee's Lanes # 2,
are Dot Bross, Donna McKinley, Sandy Zimmer, and Terri
Millam with a winning score of 2599.  Second place went
Sophie's Girls.  Third place is the Racing Joe's, C & S
Antiques taking fourth, and Geneseo Moose #990 in fifth.
Doubles event winners are Deb Hopkey and Amanda
Emerick with a winning score of 1355.  Connie
DeMaranville and Teri Lynch were second with Ayla Lucas
and Tracy Colter third. The Singles event winner is Cheryl
Travis with her score of 723.  Second place went to Jan
Breitbach, and Megan Franck is in third place.

The All Events winner is Amanda Emerick with a grand
total of 2032.  Cheryl Travis took second and Terri Millam
third.

Submitted by Nancy Lysford, Association Manager 

JOLIET AREA USBC WBA

Bowling is fun!  I try to instill that belief into the minds of
all new or beginner bowlers, and especially keep reminding
myself of that fact when I am in the midst of doing some
work pertaining to the game.  Yes, although there is work
involved in the business end of bowling, bowling is fun!
And the fun part of it makes the work part much more palat-
able.  Watching the bowlers of our area enjoy the fruits of
our labor has made the work seem so much easier to do.

We are a very industrious association, as we complete one
endeavor we are already planning or  beginning the next one.
In January Barb Smith solved the winter doldrums for those
who participated in the 17th Annual Winter Warm-Up, held
at Town & Country Lanes.  The tournament, which is open
to all 500 and 600 Club members, was a smashing hit for
those who have had a tough time scoring this bowling sea-
son.  Of 41 bowlers in this scratch event, 17 had 300 games.
Of course everyone thought it must have been handicap.  It
was not, but we did not immediately tell them that it was a
7-8-9-Pin No Tap tournament.  Based on scratch scores, Rita
Heather's 844 was high score worth $56.  Filling out the top
eight were Lorna Zemar (820) $48, Libby Hall (814) $43,
Leann Hirner (802) $38, Vera Jordan and Sue Polesel (796
tie) $30.50 each, Virgie April (776) $23, and Susan Hirner
and Eileen Ramos (775 tie) $15 each.  During the awarding
of prizes a delicious potluck dinner was enjoyed and white
elephant gifts were given out.  One gift was actually a "white
elephant".

Association Manager Barb Smith and our BVL Co-
Chairman Joyce Woods Sims presented a check to adminis-
trators at Hines Veterans Hospital on January 18.  They were
very grateful to receive our donation and explained how the
money is used for the veterans.  They thank all of the
bowlers who so generously donated.    

During the month of February, with the direction of Co-
Chairpersons Judy Jordan and Debbie Klein, our Board
members all took to the lanes conducting 50/50 raffles to
benefit the Susan G. Komen Fourndation for breast cancer.
We did this during all league bowling at all of our local
bowling centers.  It is a wonderful opportunity to help a wor-
thy cause, and also to meet and greet the local bowlers.  The
bowlers need to know who we are, and what we do for them.
It was also an opportunity for the bowlers to give to charity,
get to know us, and ask any questions they may have.  It is
work, but very satisfying, and netted $5785 for Susan G.  

Another noteworthy event that took place in February was
sending our delegation to the Illinois State USBC WBA
Convention. They enjoyed the Delegate's Party, attended the
annual meeting  and the Sunday Morning Workshop.  Those
who were eligible also enjoyed the 20 Year Luncheon.  An
inclusive report was given to the Board members who were
unable to attend, and was greatly appreciated.

We have our own "March Madness" in the Joliet Area
every year, but we have a dfferent name for it.  This year it
was our 69th Annual Joliet Area USBC WBA Tournament.
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Just  completed, it ran March 5, 6, 12, and 13, at Laraway
Lanes in New Lenox, which has undergone much renovation
and redecorating.  Twenty-four 5-person teams, 26 4-person
teams, 76 doubles, 148 singles bowled, and 145 participated
in all events.  The unofficial scratch champions and first
place handicap winners  are as follows:  4-Person Scratch
Champion is On Tract Pro Shop #2 with 2595.  Members are
Jan Schmidt 651, Ashley Wilmoth 598, Amanda Perion 655,
and Andrea French 691. They added 241 pins handicap to
win that category also.  The 5-Person Scratch Team
Champion is Stars and Strikes Pro Shop #1 with 3335.  The
members are Jan Schmidt 599, Andrea French 616, Nicolette
Watters 645, Patti Schultz 746, and Nikki Lunsford 729.
They added 195 pins handicap to also win the handicap divi-
sion.  The Scratch Singles Champion is Jacqueline Duvick
who bowled 716, and the handicap winner is Debra Ledford
with 843.  Scratch Doubles Champions are Andrea French
761 and Patti Schultz 616, a total of 1377.  Handicap
Doubles winners are Diane Toth and Nicole Salinger with
1511.  Scratch All Events Chamption is Nikki Lunsford who
bowled 632 in singles, 663 in doubles and 729 in team, for a
2024 total.  Nicole Salinger won Handicap All Events with
2281.  Averages are in the process of being verified so the
prize money can be paid within the prescribed 30 days.  

After a slight drought in perfect games  by female bowlers
in the Joliet Area this season, Patti Schultz broke the barrier
and shot a 300 game in a 777 series in the Town & Country
Ladies Classic League at Town & Country Lanes in Joliet on
Monday, March 14.   Her other games were 209 and 268.
Patti,who is right handed, has been bowling with a cast on
her left hand after a fall on the lane which caused a bad
break.  The cast was removed Monday morning, perhaps the
extra weight had been holding her down keeping her from
that perfect game.  We're happy to know that she is healing,
and that her bowling has not been impaired.

At this time I am in the midst of preparing for our 29th
Annual Senior Handicap Tournament.  It is being held on
April 1, 2, and 3, at Laraway Lanes in New Lenox.  We are
hoping to convince some "new" seniors to join us and help
us surpass our previous largest entry of 132 bowlers.  This
year we are allowing bowlers to enter doubles four times,two
times with a male and two times with a female, each time
with a different partner.   The score from the first time they
bowl doubles will be used for their all events score.  They
can only bowl singles once.  We will also take entries up
until the last squad if space is available.  We will try not to
turn anyone down who wants to bowl in our tournament.  

We are looking to the future, already preparing for the
Illinois USBC WBA Summer Workshop, and especially
extending our horizons ahead to 2013 when we will host the
Illinois USBC WBA Tournament.  We hope to hold an unfor-
gettable tournament and meeting in the Joliet Area.             

Submitted by Carol Johnson

PEORIA USBC WBA

Ten delegates from the Peoria USBC WBA attended the
82nd Illinois State USBC WBA annual meeting.  We would
like to thank the Decatur Association for hosting a great del-
egates party.

We would like to congratulate Sharon Bailey on her elec-
tion to the IWBA Board of Directors as Director #6.  

We have completed our  the 75th Anna Mae Brown City
Tournament which was held the first three weekends in
March.  305 participation awards were given to bowlers that
participated in this event.   Several high games were bowled
as well as 700 series:  Lori Chase - 777; Kathleen Johnson -
751; Natalie Anderson - 740; Chelsea Herrera - 738; Leigh
Scott - 729.  

1st place handicap 5 woman team - Chilli Crackers -
Chillicothe, Ill

1st place handicap 4 woman team - Pockethitters - Peoria,
Ill

Doubles handicap - Janice Spicer and Marla Miskell -
Washington, Ill

Single handicap and All Events handicap - Kathleen
Johnson - Tremont, Ill

Senior handicap - Sharon Goodman - Chillicothe, Ill
Our Annual meeting will be held on Saturday, April 16,

2011, at 2pm.  We will also be presenting awards to the win-
ners of the 75th AMB City Tournament.

To date the Association's high game is 300 by Lisa Walker
and high series of 747 by Lori Chase - way to go bowlers!

The Greater Peoria Bowling Council presented scholar-
ships to three outstanding high school bowlers.  

Plans are underway to start completing lane inspections.
We will also be scheduling our officers workshops that will
be held the first part of August 2011.

Our Association participates with Adopt-A -Highway in
conjunction with the Illinois Department of Transportation.
We have been participating in this program since 1998.  We
pick up trash off the highway during the spring, summer and
fall.

Relay for Life is our next event that takes place in June.
We conducted a bake sale during our 75th Anna Mae Brown
City Tournament and collected approximately $700 - thanks
to our bowlers! This money goes toward this event.  

Did you know?  Our Association was chartered June 1931
- 80 years ago.  More information will follow in the next
issue.

Submitted by Ellen Bradley 
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ROCKFORD USBC WBA

Greetings from Rockford!  My name is Nelson. I am a 7'
tall sock monkey. living at the  Midway Village Museum in
Rockford. I am thrilled that you are coming to my home
town next year for your annual meeting and championship
tournament. I look forward to meeting and mingling with
many of you at your delegate's party. We will have more fun
than a barrel of sock monkeys. I have sent out the word to
all my sock monkey friends to gather in Rockford next year
for the best time ever.  And they have said in one voice,
"Yes!! We will be there." So, I am asking each of you to
come to Rockford and join us and bring your friends to meet
my friends.

It will be so much fun. So, remember :  Sock monkey and
YOU in 2-0-1-2. Looking forward to seeing you.

Nelson the Original Sock Monkey

SPRINGFIELD USBC WBA

Charity in Springfield

Springfield again held a Mail-o-Graphic Tournament for
charity in the month of March.We email secretaries with the
information about three weeks before the start of the tourna-
ment. Entry is $5.00 - $2.50 is prize money and the other
$2.50 goes to charity (we had one for the Veterans in
November and this one was  for Wings, an  organization that
provides mammograms for those that can't afford to get one
on their own.) This Tournament is open to ALL leagues and
the great thing about it is they use their league scores!!
Anna Hughes won this tournament for the women. She shot
608 scratch and with her handicap of 118, she totaled 726.
Congratulations, Anna!!

Submitted by Peggy Hampson, Special Projects Chair

STERLING USBC WBA

Results of our Annual City Tournament held in February at
Bowl-Mor Lanes in Streator.  HANDICAP DIVISION

SINGLES:  Amanda Dovin - 736  (141,156, 169 + 270
hdcp) DOUBLES:  Janet Kornas - 704  (158, 124,174 + 246
hdcp); Eris Simons - 710 (189, 208, 205 + 108 hdcp) = 1414

TEAM :  2893** We Bowl For Beer - Kendra Gill - 719 (
518 + 201 hdcp); Tina O'Brien - 741 (450 + 291 hdcp);
Janet Kornas - 716 (470 + 246 hdcp); Eris Simons - 717
(609 + 108 hdcp) ALL-EVENTS:  Tina O'Brien - 2141
Singles - 398, Doubles - 420, Team - 450 = 1268 + 873 hdcp
= 2141

SCRATCH DIVISION SINGLES :  Cheri Tyne - 667
(225, 231, 221) DOUBLES:  Kathy Harris - 537 (188, 170,
179); Jamie Tyne - 588 ( 216, 182, 190) = 1125 TEAM:
2183**  Whine Divas - Kathy Parzgnat - 462 (153m 260,
149); Angie Kusnerick - 615 (191,189,235); Marcia

Smetanko - 510 (175, 171, 164); Lindsay Petersen - 596 (
182, 225, 189) ALL-EVENTS:  Cheri Tyne - 1773  Singles -
667; Doubles - 514, Team - 592   * *  New Association
Records

Champions will be recognized at the 26th Annual com-
bined Bowler of the Year and Hall of Fame Banquet on April
30 at the Kay-See Club in Streator.   

Submitted by Kathy Burash, Publicity Chairman 

WAUKEGAN USBC WBA

Waukegan did very well in their BVL drive this past fall,
and once again this money will go to our bowling program
for our Veteran's that takes place at Great Lakes here in
North Chicago.  In February our Hall of Fame Committee
met and we are proud to announce our inductees for the
2010-2011 season.  They are: Beverly Fortune, Superior
Performance for her excellent bowling ability; Ginny Bell,
Meritorious Service for her dedicated service to our Youth

Program and Waukegan Association; Karla Goerler Lewis, In
Memoriam - Superior Performance,  (Karla was the first
woman to bowl a 300 game and the youngest I might add,
she was 21 at the time); Dorothy Overby, Bowler of
Yesteryear (she has represented the state of Illinois for three
years in the National Senior Tournament in the Super Senior
Division); amd last,  but not least ,George Woltz, Secretary
of the Year for a Mixed League, (George's quick response
with awards and membership not to mention his dedication
to his league gave him this honor).  Congratulations to all
inductees!  A function will be held in October to honor our
newest inductees.

The Waukegan Area USBC Association Tournament
kicked off March 11th and 12th with some nice scores.  This
year's tournament is being held at Brunswick Zone-Fountain
Square, we have one more weekend to go.  Even though
membership is down (as it is for most) we managed to field
31 teams, 66 doubles and 132 singles.  The exciting part of
our tournament this year is we have several first time teams
and members that have never bowled in a tournament before.
Good Luck and Good Bowling Waukegan!

Submitted by Betty McCann, Association Manager

ILLINOIS STATE 500 CLUB

The Illinois State Women's 500 Bowling Club plans to
hold their 2011 annual meeting and tournament on October
8-9 at the Town & Country Lanes in Joliet. Entry forms and
information will be mailed out to all members around
September 1st.  Applications for membership can be
received by calling Secretary, Barbara Leckbee at 630-844-
1488 or email baleckbee@sbcglobal.net.  A lifetime mem-
bership to join our club is $15.00 for any gal who has rolled
a 500 series.

The Illinois State Women's 500 Bowling Club is planning
a board meeting on June 18, 2011 at Pheasant Lanes in 
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ILLINOIS STATE USBC WBA
ILLINOIS STATE USBC BA
JOINT WORKSHOP

WORKSHOP REGISTRATION FORM

JUNE 25, 2011 Stone City VFW
124 Stone City Drive, Joliet, IL 60436

REGISTRATION 9:00 A.M. WORKSHOP10:00 A.M.

REGISTRATION FEE $10.00 INCLUDES LITE LUNCH

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE ILLINOIS USBC WBA (NO CASH)

DEADLINE DATE FOR PRE-REGISTRATION - - - JUNE 14, 2011
MUST PRE-REGISTER

ONE REGISTRATION PER FORM FORM MAY BE DUPLICATED

NAME______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

CITY_________________________________________STATE______ ZIP____

ASSOCIATION:__________________________________________________

OFFICE HELD (ASSOCIATION)______________________________________________

(LEAGUE) ___________________________________________________

RETURN THIS FORM AND CHECK TO:

ILLINOIS STATE USBC WBA
EARLENE M. NELSON, ASSOCIATION MANAGER
UNIT 22, 1224 TOWANDA AVENUE
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61701
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Bloomington at 11:00 a.m.  Committees may come early
and meet at 10:00 a.m.  Please call or email Barb Leckbee at
630-844-1488 or baleckbee@sbcglobal.net if you cannot
make this meeting.  Reminder notices will be sent out June
1st.

Submitted by Barb Leckbee, Secretary

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 

ILLINOIS USBC WBA

PRESIDENT MADELINE C. DOTTA
ASSOCIATION MANAGER EARLENE M. NELSON
EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EARLENE M. NELSON

Upcoming Events for 2011

SUMMER WORKSHOP ON JUNE 25, 2011

IN JOLIET, ILLINOIS 

USBC Annual Meeting Grapevine, Texas June 28 thru

July 2, 2011 

Illinois USBC WBA
Unit 22, 1224 Towanda Avenue
Bloomington, Illinois 61701

TWENTY YEAR CLUB 
The Illinois State USBC WBA again hosted a luncheon

for its 20 Year Club members at the Decatur Hotel and
Conference Center in Decatur, IL.  The luncheon was held
February 20, 2011.   

There were 117 members in attendance at the luncheon
and the following donations were made by the members

Susan G Komen----------------------------------$183.50
BVL------------------------------------------------$357.85
Hall of Fame--------------------------------------$147.00
Thank you ladies for your generosity.  Included in the

BVL donation was the "Adopt a Duck" ran by Kathy
Liuzza, Grace Werkmeister and Lee Abt.  Well done
ladies!!

New members at the luncheon were:
Barbara Brown,--McHenry; Gloria Hoehn, Springfield;

Judy Jordan,-Joliet; Sandra McCabe,-Champaign; Brenda
Mitan,-Tri County IL;Terri Williams,Bloomington.

An honor was bestowed upon Ruth Calvert by the mem-
bers of the Club.  As Ruth had served Mary Kathyran
Williams and Melinda for many years  researching possible
new members, Marianne  Corrigan made a motion to make
Ruth an honorary Life Member of the Club, seconded by
Laura Heller and motion carried.  Congratulations to all of
our new members and hope to see you next year in
Rockford.

Melinda M Calvert, Chair




